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instruction, it must be patent to those knowing the condi-
tions prevalent, that there are many respects in which
our schools can be made more useful, and in this way gain
more recognition from commercial men. The technical
school should be the centre from which the manufacturers
obtain the latest thoughts and progress in their industries.
For instance, at the German colour-works, periodical con-
ferences are held by the technical staffs, when any progress
in colour manufacture is discussed and opinions on the
products of rival works are given. In this way much
valuable information is propagated. The publication of
an abstract of these records would be exceedingly valuable
to the dyeing world, and, although the issue of such a
volume is improbable, one can conceive of such a publica-
tion being compiled by the staffs and students of our
technical institutes. Manchester could report on innova-
tions in the dyeing of cotton goods, and Bradford and Leeds
on the treatment of wool. In this way much valuable
information could be supplied to the industry, and such
an action would meet with a response from the manu-
facturers. In connection with the recently formed Textile
Institute there is the intention of supplying information
to the trade, but surely much of this work ought to be
performed by our textile schools. It is to be hoped,
however, that this institute will be instrumental in acting
as an intermediary between manufacture and the schools.
Besides information concerning the properties of dye-stuffs,
that concerning machinery might also be included in the
report.
Again, our technical schools might advantageously
adopt lectures on economics, e.g. banking, trade unionism,
wages, organisation of industry and commerce, patent
legislation, etc. Such lectures are given in some American
institutions, and it is evident that instruction in the
rudiments of these subjects, besides being interesting,
would be extremely useful to those entering industry.
Another point in which the writer thinks our schools are
lacking is that concerning the prices of materials. The
question of price should be held prominently before those
evening students who are employed in works. We know
that the uses of dye-stuffs are constantly being altered